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Preliminary budget could boost local taxes 8.1%

Work on Oakville’s 2011 municipal budget is underway, with town staff forecasting taxpayers could see an 
increase of 8.1 per cent on next year’s local taxes.

When combined with the anticipated regional and education portions of the tax bill, the net effect would be to 
reduce the overall property tax increase to 3.9 per cent.

At a meeting on Monday afternoon, the Town’s budget committee gave staff the okay to begin building next year’s 
budget based on the forecasted increase. 

A detailed budget to be developed over the coming months is expected to show spending increases due to 
inflationary costs, salary and benefit increases, and the cost of filling about 16 currently vacant staff jobs.

The budget will cover additional operational costs of about $2.5 million to run the new 16 Mile Creek Recreation 
Complex, the new Transit facility and new parks, roads and equipment.

It will also provide increased money for hot mix paving, a capital levy and a levy to cover maintenance of local 
infrastructure.

Anticipated assessment growth of about one per cent will help bring down the cost increase for taxpayers, and no 
new services or service enhancements will be built into the budget.

Ward 6 Councillor Tom Adams, who chairs the Town’s Budget committee, said he believes taxpayers will see 
concrete improvements, including newly-paved roads, for their additional tax dollars.

“I think there are very tangible benefits to the money being spent,” he said. “I think the overall impact to the 
residents will be manageable and the value they’re getting for their dollars is high.”

As part of the report presented to the budget committee, town staff included a budget forecast for coming years. 
Tax increases are predicted to be in the 5.5 per cent range for both 2012 and 2013, assuming continued growth in 
assessment.

A comprehensive 2011 budget will be presented in December to a budget committee chosen from councillors 
elected in October. Public meetings on the budget will be held in January, with final approval of the budget 
expected for late January or early February.

Adams noted the Town will continue to encourage public involvement in the budget process and will be available to 
provide information sessions to interested local groups.

The 2011 Budget Forecast must receive approval from a meeting of the full Town council on June 28. 
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Gearhead 
For All Your Biking 
Needs. 300 Main Street 
in Milton. 

Alliance Dental Clinic 
Preventative & 
Cosmetic Family 
Dentistry. Emergency, 
Evening & Weekend 
Appointments. 

Nachla Law Office 
Family Law, Real 
Estate, Wills & Power of 
Attorney, 
Corporate/Commercial. 

Clegg Glass Limited 
For all your glass & 
mirror needs. 
Commercial & 
Residential. 

Educational REC 
Centre, The 
Offering full day child 
care programs. A FUN 
PLACE TO LEARN!

The Village Winemaker 
Winemaking par 
Excellence - 15 years 
experience in the Wine 
Industry. 

Pet Paradise 
Puppies, Kittens, Fish, 
Birds & Reptiles. Pet 
Food & Supplies. Your 
Pet Super Store!
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