
Annual General Meeting CMGRA
7:00 p.m. Tues. Nov. 20, 2012

Oakville Municipal Offices

Minutes

Present: Dani Morawetz, Mel Erlindson, Tim Hyde, Doug MacKenzie, Moira
Matsubuchi-Shaw,  Alex Murphy, Kim Nenniger, Nancy Robertson
(Anthony Molinaro arrived after the meeting began.)

Guest speakers: John McNeil, Manager of Forestry Services for the Town of Oakville,
Dan Chalykoff, heritage consultant, and Mayor Rob Burton.
Councillors Keith Bird and Dave Gittings were also in attendance.

The meeting was called to order by CMGRA President Dani Morawetz at 7:05 p.m.

Introduction of board of directors: President Dani Morawetz; Vice-President Anthony
Molinaro; Treasurer Mel Erlindson; Director of Communications Moira
Matsubuchi-Shaw; Secretary Kim Nenniger; Directors-at-large Doug MacKenzie; Alex
Murphy; Tim Hyde and Nancy Robertson.

Dani introduced the councillors and guest speakers.

Motion to adopt the slate of directors by Dan Fulcher, seconded by Rick Crawley.
Motion carried.

Financial Overview

Dani presented CMGRA’s balance sheet.
At year-end March 31, 2012, CMGRA had a positive cash position.

Parks,  Recreation & Libraries Master Plan

This plan began with a preliminary report based on a numerical assessment of the
needs for community facilities based on population growth. This was followed by
opportunities for public input to determine community desires. The final report
incorporates both of these into the Town’s ten-year plan.
A project must be in the plan to get community resources.
The ten Residents Associations in Ward 3 collaborated to propose that the Oakville
Arena location be preserved as a community centre, and that a new community centre
be built in South Central Oakville.
A website, on-line petition, and a lawn-sign campaign were initiated; over 1400
signatures in support of the proposal were presented to Council.



In October, Council approved the Parks, Recreation & Libraries Master Plan which
recommends:

• a new multi-use/multi-generational community centre in south-central Oakville,
with provision for an indoor pool, with the anticipated closing of Centennial Pool, and the
location to be determined by the South Central Public Lands Study;

• maintaining the community hub at Trafalgar Park/Oakville Arena, including the
retention or replacement of the arena.

Initiation of South Central Public Lands Study

Council passed a resolution in December 2011 to form a sub-committee to conduct a
comprehensive, long-term land use study for the available public lands, including
Linbrook, Brantwood and Chisholm school lands, the Oakville Trafalgar Memorial
Hospital site, and the Oakville Arena/Trafalgar Park site.
Terms of reference were established in April, 2012.
Public consultations included interviews, focus groups, and open houses.
The Parks, Recreations & Libraries Master Plan is being incorporated into the study.

South Central Public Lands Study--Next Steps

The Town will:
• evaluate redevelopment options for each site;
• identify location for proposed community centre;
• conduct a financial analysis for each location;
• hold public information and input sessions in first quarter of 2012;
• present a report to Council by mid-2013.

South Central Public Lands Study--Next Steps for CMGRA

• publicize public information meetings;
• attend all sub-committee meetings, monitor progress, and disseminate
information to

residents;
• participate in interactive design workshops;
• evaluate options, particularly for Linbrook school site and hospital lands.

MPAC Assessment Survey

Dani provided a brief explanation of the property tax system and pointed out that an
increase in the assessed market value of a home will not necessarily result in a higher
tax bill;
Residents are encouraged to submit the percentage increase in the assessed values of



their homes, to determine whether there are disparities between neighbourhoods and
provide information for residents filing appeals;
Survey results will be circulated to the respondents;
To date there have been 130 responses; more would provide a more accurate picture.
Responses received report increases of under 18% to over 34%;
The average increase in Oakville is 21.1%;
Dani outlined the appeals procedure; appeals must be filed by April 1, 2013.

Handouts published by MPAC were provided, detailing the procedure for appealing
assessments.

Municipal Taxes
  Alex Murphy presented data showing an increase in property taxes of 27.1% for the
period 2006-2011; the population increase over the same time period was 10%.
The largest increases in operating expenses were: staff costs 44.5% increase (the
number of staff increased by 19.5%), protection cost 35.6%, transport cost 36.6%, and
recreation cost 32.1%.
Of the 86 towns and cities in Ontario included in the rankings, Oakville ranks 75th.
Toronto ranks 54, Burlington 32, and Mississauga 16. (Higher ranking means higher
taxes per capita.)
For Ontario cities with populations over 100,000, Oakville’s taxes per capita are
second-highest.

Recommendations from CMGRA:
Eliminate the use of two accounting systems, which is costly, confusing, and
unnecessary; Oakville should be using accrual system like other municipalities to make
it easier to analyze the information;
Tax increases (excluding Halton and school taxes) increases should be limited to
inflation;
The Town’s 2013 Budget plans for reasonable increases of 1.73% (ncluding Halton and
school boards) and 3.67% for Oakville only. This excludes any allocation for the Town’s
obligations for the new hospital, however.

There were no questions from the floor.

Committee of Adjustment

Presented by Tim Hyde.
There has been some changeover in personnel at COA, resulting in more thorough
consideration of variance applications and better explanations of the committee’s
decisions;
The focus for CMGRA is more “character of the neighbourhood” issues, rather than
exact setbacks, etc.
The terms “character of the neighbourhood” and “neighbourhood in transition” are used



a lot; the latter is often used to justify variances allowing larger homes than would be
permitted by existing by-laws;
Tim presented a map showing that applications for variances have accelerated over
past few years, and most have been granted, with the overall effect that homes are on
average much larger than they were a few years ago.
Tim made the point that when a large house replaces a smaller one, the resulting
increase in market value means much larger property tax revenues for the Town. At a
rough conservative estimate, 207 homes in our area have been renovated, resulting in
about $2.6 million more in taxes per year, or about $26 million over ten years. This
increase is “found” revenue, in the sense that the corresponding costs to the Town are
very low.

Zoning

The InZone project is the preparation of the town’s new zoning by-law, and will
incorporate the official plan. Tim stated that it is recognized by all concerned that the
current zoning by-laws are unclear, ambiguous, and subject to misinterpretation;
CMGRA would like the following provisions incorporated: re-instatement of the
front-yard set-back averages rule; height restrictions on home construction gross square
footage calculations that require double-counting for two-story interior spaces, which is
currently not required in R02-zoned buildings, and more clarity on detached accessory
buildings, so that, for example, detached front-yard garages are not permitted.

Gairloch Estate and other Properties

Gairloch Estate: The Town staff report of October 2, 2012 presented three options,
including severing and selling the house on the Gairloch estate. This option was
defeated at Council, leaving the options of retaining the building and either operating it
or leasing it.

Dan Chalykoff spoke about the importance of maintaining Oakville’s heritage buildings
as part of the town’s history and character.

Gairloch is an “anchor of identity” for Oakville and for our area of Oakville, which is
likely to become less dominant in future, as the town’s population grows;
The lakefront and Sixteen Mile Creek should be the focus for development of the town,
and historical buildings should be recognized and preserved.
We are not getting much architecture for our tax dollars, and we should be demanding
it, rather than defaulting to utilitarian buildings.
As for Gairloch, the Town doesn’t have the funds to maintain it. Funding for it, and for
other public buildings, will likely have to come from private sources, like a Friends of
Gairloch group.

There were no questions from the floor for Dan.



Emerald Ash Borer
  John McNeil, Manager of Forestry Services for Town gave a presentation about the
town’s 10-year plan to combat the Emerald Ash Borer.

Bio-forest produces TreeAzin, the bio-pesticide used by the town; home-owners wanting
tree treated can find a list of tree companies using it on the Bioforest website.

Dani thanked speakers and invited Mayor Burton to speak.

Mayor Burton

Mayor Burton addressed some of the issues raised during the meeting.

He added that the process of the Residents Associations reaching consensus among
themselves with respect to common issues greatly facilitates the creation of town
policies (eg. the approval of the Parks and Rec master plan.)

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25.


