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Hospital is needed, price tag is too high 

I have just come from the public meeting at the Oakville Town hall, at which Halton Healthcare Services (HHS) 
presented its proposal for the new Oakville Hospital.  

While the provincial government will bear the lion’s share of the costs of planning and design, construction, 
building equipment and life cycle maintenance, funding for 10 per cent of construction, building equipment and 
maintenance and 100 per cent of clinical equipment and facilities such as cafeteria, parking and retail space will be 
the local share.   

It’s my understanding the following must be provided from a capital fundraising campaign: $60 million (+/- 15 per 
cent); from revenue generated at the hospital (parking and retail outlets) $270 million (+/- 15 per cent); from local 
government, $200 million (+/- 15 per cent). 

The total local share of costs for the proposed hospital will amount to $530 million.   

When it is finished, the new hospital will provide 130 more beds than the existing OTMH.    

By my reckoning, that is just over $4 million for each additional bed, which seems like a lot. 

We have the land and the Province (well, we the taxpayers) will pay for most of the building costs.   

The Town of Oakville is asked to pay for the equipment. The planners have, understandably, taken the opportunity 
to include everything but the kitchen sink in their wish list.  They envision creating a state of the art, “green,” family 
friendly, teaching hospital, with a cancer wing and several MRI machines. 

While it is undeniable that the town will continue to grow and put increasing pressure on the dated OTMH — the 
proposed plan for a new hospital, with all its bells and whistles is not feasible in a recession, during a time of 
cutbacks, layoffs and financial restraint. 

Oakville does need a new hospital, one that will serve our children and grandchildren.  But it doesn’t need to 
burden those children and grandchildren with millions in debt.   

The cost of $530 million for 130 more beds is too much.  Before giving the proposal the green light, Oakville Town 
Council must insist that Halton Healthcare find a way to trim the cost. 

Tina Agrell, Oakville  
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How high will the price tag go?  

The cost to local taxpayers of the $200 million would be much higher because of 
interest charges. The ambitious $60 million fundraising guestimate may not be 
achievable and would drain the ability of other local causes to raise needed funds. 
The $270 million hospital portion includes revenues that would no doubt affect 
fees charged to patients and visitors. Who will be asked to pick up the tab if there 
are shortfalls in fundraising or construction cost overruns? The proposed hospital 
could cost local residents a lot more than $530 million.  
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Hospital Costs  

Tina Agrell is absolutely right that Halton Health needs to examine the cost of new 
hospital beds, but not just for Oakville, but for all Halton. Why not one new hospital 
for both Oakville and Burlington,located somewhere on the norhtern border of the 
two cities, and then close both existing hospitals. I am sure that developers would 
drool over the thoughts of having the property currently occupied by OT and JB 
hospitals. Selling these properties would help offset the costs of one larger 
hospital. Let's think outside the box.  
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