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The reality is... 

Enough with the cloak and dagger 
stuff. We're not bound by non-
disclosure agreements, publication 
bans or oaths. 

The new Oakville hospital will cost 
approximately $1.7 billion. 

We didn't need A Man Called 
Intrepid to let us know about this. A 
Local Health Integration Network 
representative finally revealed the 
actual split of provincial funding and 
local share contributions to be 
70:30.  All we needed at that point 
was someone with a basic 
understanding of mathematics and a 
calculator. 

We don't know this for certain, but 
we're willing to bet the three bidders 
on the project –  each big enough to 
front the financing of a $1.7 billion project – could probably figure that out as well. 

While public delegations and debate continued at Council last week, the discussion of non-disclosure agreements 
prior to hearing true facts and numbers from the province sparked some upset within our elected representatives. 
At least one councillor did not want to sign because they believe the public coffers should be just as transparent as 
anything else in government.  

We agree. 

We also heard a lot of folks say, 'The reality is,' during the meetings as it was shown that people are obviously 
upset about how the funding formula works. 

That's not to say we won't support the new hospital, and the subsequent cost to taxpayers. We absolutely need a 
new hospital and support the motion to provide a promise of funding. But that does mean we don't agree with 'the 
reality' of the situation. 

To say that governance has always worked this way is not an excuse for its continuation. That's a cop out, a back 
door to a real debate with real facts and figures about how money flows from us, the taxpayers, through our 
government. 

The Town's own survey shows evidence that people aren't impressed with the municipality needing to fund a large 
portion of the costs for our healthcare facility – especially when healthcare is supposed to be a provincial 
responsibility.  

While the bureaucrats may say it works and that's the way it always has been and always will be, we have another 
message. 

The reality is, we want change. 
 
Michael Howie 
mhowie@oakvilletoday.ca  
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Editorial Cartoon, April 15, 2010. By 'Cartoon' Bob Sherwood  
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We Are Bravest takes online 
band challenge 

BURLINGTON POST - 
Burlington band We Are Bravest 

has defeated two other Halton... 
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