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Hospital administration has not provided basic information 

I was in attendance at the public forum regarding the new hospital on April 8.  I went to learn more about the 
reasons for the high cost for this proposed hospital directly from the representatives of Halton Healthcare Services 
(HHS), but they did not appear. 

I have felt frustrated by the lack of information forthcoming from the hospital administration and I was hoping they 
would show good faith to the Oakville taxpayers and come ready to explain their funding request. To my mind, their 
absence was a distinct disappointment. 

In their absence, however, I learned several alarming facts about the relative cost of this new hospital versus other 
hospitals that have been built. 

In short, this is the most expensive undertaking in Ontario, by far.  North Bay has built a complete hospital for the 
cost being allocated to the local share alone. 

I also learned that the $200 million that is the face amount of the request, will be more like $400 million when the 
Town pays for the financing costs to borrow the $200 million. It was also pointed out that the remaining local share 
of $270 million that the hospital is claiming it will raise from parking and gift shop sales, is even greater than the 
$200 million requested of the Town.    

There is concern as to how realistic the claims of the hospital to raise this amount of money through parking and 
gift shop sales can be.     

Apparently the hospital has provided verbal assurance that it will not charge residents to use one of the 80 per cent 
of rooms designated as private.    

This is difficult to believe. 

What will people without health coverage for private rooms do if there are no ward beds available?  I had no idea 
parking and gift shops could be such lucrative enterprises. 

Finally, by effectively claiming that the existing hospital is physically deficient, they are throwing the baby out with 
the bath water.     

The reason the halls are crowded is due to lack of beds for patients needing alternate levels of care, not narrow 
halls.   Hamilton has hospitals that are older than Oakville’s and still in daily use. 

Hospital representatives have not provided the most basic information to taxpayers in this community as to why 
this hospital is so expensive or what exactly taxpayers will be getting in exchange for their money. 

D. Green, Oakville  
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