
November 23, 2018  
 
SUBJECT: Holiday and Travel Safety Tips 

Home Decorating Safety 

 Keep live trees away from heat sources. Place your tree away from fireplaces and heaters, and 
keep a fire extinguisher near your tree. Live trees are highly flammable, due to needles and sap. 

 Hydrate your tree. A dried-out tree can catch fire faster than one that has been properly 
watered. Check the water level every other day to ensure proper hydration. Starting with a 
green tree is one way to keep it from drying out so quickly. 

 Fake it! If you buy an artificial tree, make sure it’s labeled “fire resistant.” Fire-resistant trees are 
less susceptible to catching fire. 

 Double-check your lights for safety. Use lights that have the mark of an accredited certification 
agency such as CSA, cUL or cETL. Check the Healthy Canadians Recalls and Safety Alerts 
Database to find out about the latest recalls before buying or using lights.  

 Choose the right light for the job. Light strings and other decorations are rated for indoor or 
outdoor use. Ensure that indoor lights and decorations are only used inside. Read the package 
instructions and do not exceed the recommended wattage.  

 Check all light bulbs before you put them up. Replace broken or burned-out bulbs with those 
recommended by the manufacturer.  

 Avoid plugging too many lights and decorations into an outlet. Overloaded circuits can 
overheat and start a fire.  

 Prevent electrical cord damage. Don’t mount lights in a way that might damage the cords, and 
avoid using nails or tacks. Use hooks or insulated staples instead. 

 Use electrical cords safely. Never run electrical cords through or across doorways where they 
may be pinched or trip someone, or under carpets where they can be damaged or overheat.  

 Power down before you turn in. Turn off all lights when you go to bed and before leaving the 
house to avoid a short that could start an electrical fire. 

 Keep 'bubble lights' away from children. They contain a hazardous chemical that may cause 
irritation or burns if the bulb breaks.  

 Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCI). Use GFCI outlets when plugging in outdoors.  
 Work as a team. When stringing lights and decorations above your normal reach, make sure you 

use a proper ladder with someone supporting the base. 
 Use flame-retardant, non-combustible, non-conductive and unbreakable ornaments. If you 

have fragile ornaments, place them out of reach from pets and kids.  
 Choose tinsel, artificial icicles and other trimmings made of plastic or non-leaded metals. Don't 

let children put decorations in their mouths, as some may be harmful to their health. 
 Skip the fake food. Avoid decorations that look like candy or food if you have young children or 

pets in the house. 

Home Safety 

 Keep your driveway and walkways clear. When it snows, clear your driveway and walkways of 
snow and ice. Your guests and delivery people will appreciate it! If you are going away, have 
arrangements to clear your snow so it looks like someone is home. 



 Use the fireplace with care. Whether you have a natural or gas fireplace, it is a source of heat 
and potential danger. Keep kids and pets away; be careful when placing decorations; and always 
make sure the fire is out before going to bed or leaving the house. 

 Don’t burn wrapping paper in the fireplace. Paper can catch fire very quickly and can cause 
flash fires. Instead, recycle (or better yet, reuse!) your wrapping paper. 

 Use candles safely. Candles are a popular decoration this time of year. They add ambience and 
delightful scents. Place them in low traffic areas and away from flammable materials. Keep 
candles on a sturdy base to prevent tipping. 

 Holiday plants and pets don’t mix. Make sure you keep your pets away from poinsettias, holly, 
mistletoe and real Christmas trees. They can be toxic for pets.  

 Be diligent with home security. Unfortunately, the holiday season sees an increase in break-ins. 
Therefore, it’s important to always lock your doors, keep the garage closed, lock windows, and 
make note of strangers in your neighborhood. 

Travel Safety 

 Don’t broadcast your plans on social media. Avoid posting about your travel plans online. You 
could tip off thieves. 

 Give yourself extra time to travel. Winter weather is unpredictable. Always add in some buffer 
time when travelling during the winter. Slow road conditions and flight delays are to be 
expected. 

 Have someone care for your home while away. Have a trusted friend, family member, or 
neighbor keep an eye on your home when you are not home, and keep your driveway and 
walkways clear of snow. 

 Check the weather. This is a must for winter travel. Check the weather and plan accordingly. 
 Have a plan B. Sometimes winter travel does not go as expected. Having a plan B ensures you 

have an alternative if the weather impacts your original travel plans. 

Sources: 
Government of Canada - Tips for Holiday Safety 
Sootoday.com: Safety Tips 
One Medical: Top 12 Holiday Decorating Safety Tips 
ThinkInsure.ca: Holiday Safety Tips 

 

 

 



December 7, 2018  
 
SUBJECT: Holiday Crime Prevention Tips 

At Home 

 Keep a record of serial numbers and descriptions of your valuable possessions. 
 Inscribe your possessions with your name or other easily identifiable moniker so that, if they are 

stolen, police can confirm them as yours and return them to you. 
 Install secure locks in your home.  
 Use the locks you already have. 
 Do not leave notes on your door. 
 Change locks if keys have been lost or stolen. 
 Doors should have sturdy frames, with hinges that cannot be removed. 
 If you have recently moved into a new home, change all of the locks if you have not done so 

already. 
 Lock your garage at all times. 
 High value items such as lawn mowers, snow blowers and gas barbecues should be stored out of 

sight when not in use. Garden sheds and cabanas should also be locked. 

While on Vacation 

 Don’t broadcast your plans on social media: Avoid posting about your travel plans online. You 
could tip off thieves. 

 Whether you go away for a day or week, use automatic timers that turn lights on and off to give 
your home the appearance of being occupied 

 Leave a radio on in the house. 
 If you have a home safe, use it! 
 Leave your travel schedule and phone number with a trusted neighbour or relative so that you 

may be contacted if necessary. 
 Also provide that neighbour with the phone number of a close relative or friend in case of 

emergency.  
 Leave a door key and key to your alarm system (if you have one) with a neighbour. 
 Let close neighbours know how long you will be gone and provide details about any persons 

who will be visiting your home during your absence. 
 Have a neighbour pick up newspapers and mail or discontinue all deliveries. 
 Arrange to have your driveway and walkways cleared of snow.  
 Encourage a neighbour to park their car in your driveway or, as least, drive up and down it every 

now and then – anything that makes it look like someone is home. 
 Check with your insurance agent regarding home checks while your residence is unoccupied. 

You may not be covered if your home has not been visited while you are away on vacation. 
 Consider a house sitter. 
 Above all, enjoy yourself knowing that you left your home as secure as you reasonably could 

make it. 

Source: Halton Regional Police Service 
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