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Let’s Talk Oakville
Ward 3 News - Spring 2022

News & Updates From Councillors Gittings & Haslett-Theall
Welcome to our latest Let’s Talk Oakville - Ward 3, an update on news from across Ward 3 and around the town.
Winter was intense this year and we are happy to have the snowplows parked until next season. All around us we see town
staff getting our parks and trails tidied up and plantings underway. Thank you to the volunteers who have helped clean up
winter litter!

As a prelude to summer, we’re planning an event to celebrate and showcase our Oakville Trafalgar
Community Centre. The pandemic held us back, but we’re now underway and we look forward to
seeing you on June 1st from 3:30 to 8:00 p.m. to share some treats, activities and cake! As well, we
Dave Gittings

are pleased to announce, beginning May 17th, we're launching Let’s Talk Drop-ins with your Councillors Regional & 

a series of regularly scheduled times when we’ll be at the Oakville Trafalgar Community Centre to
Town Councillor

meet with the community and talk about local issues and interests. We'll be at the Centre every
Tel: 905-844-5513

third Tuesday from 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. and from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. right through the summer. If you are
dave.gittings@oakville.ca
there working out, dropping off or picking up family members or just want to connect personally,
pop on over. Of course we remain available by phone or email. Each of us has a background as
previous leaders in Ward 3 residents associations and know how crucial it is to build and maintain direct contact with our
residents. It is an important part of our role as your Councillors. 


Janet Haslett-Theall

Town Councillor

Tel: 289-837-3923

e: janet.hasletttheall@oakville.ca

Inside, you’ll find news on Downtown Oakville, information on the Mobility Transportation Strategy consultation, the
Provincial Housing report, a Regional Growth update, information on community services including a new skate park, planned
changes to parks and trails, a Midtown update, and insight into your neighbourhood Resident Associations. Don't forget, we send e-newsletters,
highlighting Regional & Oakville Council updates, as well as community happenings & events on a regular basis. We appreciate all the feedback we get
and signing up is easy. Just send us an email with ‘subscribe’ in the heading to ward3@oakville.ca.

Our best wishes to you and your family,  

Dave & Janet


The Comeback Continues
Downtown Oakville’s ongoing resurgence has been a welcome surprise to many who thought it would never succeed. As the
winds of change in retail were claiming victims on main streets everywhere, Oakville was no different. Vacant storefronts and
the challenges of construction on Lakeshore Road East seemed to signal a bleak future. However, as we previously reported,
downtown is booming. In the past two years over 55 new businesses have come to downtown and the vacancy rate has fallen
below 10%.  

Speaking of construction, many residents have written to ask "where's the clock"? It was removed from its position in Town
Square when road construction began and has been safely stored away where it's receiving a touch up during its rest. We
hope to welcome it back to its place of honour soon and we'll keep everyone up to date. The other renewal project we're
very proud of the the Coach House at Erchless. If you're out walking downtown, make sure you add it to your route.

Our BIA is pulling together a range of events which now include the return of traditional favourites like the TD Summer Music Series and the
Summer Sweat events, where Saturday mornings throughout June and July, Town Square turns into a fitness class hosted
by local studios and fitness experts. Be sure to mark your calendar for these upcoming dates: Shop the Street, June
11&12 - get ready for summer and shop the street for deals street-side and in-store. For a map of participating
businesses visit oakvilledowntown.com/street-sale.

TD Summer Music Series, Saturdays in July/August - live music in Town Square and along the street every Saturday
afternoon in July and August between 3-7. Visit oakvilledowntown.com/td-summer-music-series
 

Oscillation, Outdoors at Oakville Public Library (Navy Street) August 1-28 - an interactive art exhibit featuring
geometric forms you can change through your body movements. Details are preliminary. Learn more visit
oakvilledowntown.com
For full details on events, promotions, special offers and a full listing of businesses visit oakvilledowntown.com or
follow the BIA on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
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Regional Council Votes to Preserve Farmland & Curb Sprawl
Over the past several months many of you may have seen news articles, posts on social media, or lawn signs, that related to the saving of some
5,000 acres of farmland in Halton Region. The issues involved are worth reviewing, as they relate to how Halton
Region is planning for its growth over the next 30 years. While it may not be directly in our own back yards, it is
something that will affect us all.

In February Halton Regional Council voted in favour of a motion to accommodate growth in areas within the
existing urban boundaries until 2041. After that date and up to 2051, a framework would determine how growth
should be distributed to minimize land consumption while meeting the requirements of the provincial Growth Plan.

The move by Council is one step in a series required for Halton Region to amend its Official Plan to conform with the provincial 2019 Growth
Plan and to plan how to accommodate a total population of 1.1-million people and 500,000 jobs by 2051. The amendment to Halton’s Official Plan
(ROPA 49) must be created and forwarded to the Ontario government by July 1, 2022 for approval.

At the core of the review were requests by Halton Hills and Milton to expand the urban boundaries in their municipalities to accommodate
additional growth. These requests were mirrored in a Preferred Growth Strategy presented by Regional planning staff. At the same time, the land
needs assessment undertaken as part of the process indicated the majority of growth to 2041 (for people and employment) can be
accommodated without expansions to the existing urban boundary. Perhaps the most important consideration related to the fact that all of the
land to be used for expansion is situated on prime agricultural land.

A great deal of time and serious consideration was given to the issues before and during Council’s February 16th meeting. Residents and
interested supporters, including youths, delegated at the meeting which ran for 9 hours. Additionally, the climate change emergencies declared by
all four municipalities in Halton, the increasing awareness of our need for sustainability and protection of our food supply all came to the forefront.
And lastly, was a realization that continued sprawling growth cannot be sustained. All of these issues magnified Regional Council’s focus on the
serious nature of the decisions before it.

The motion passed by Regional Council directed staff to prepare a Regional Official Plan Amendment (ROPA 49) that advances a modified
Preferred Growth Concept in two phases as described earlier. At its March 23, 2022 meeting, Regional Council received a report outlining the
milestones required in order to advance ROPA 49;

• March 24, 2022 – Release of Draft ROPA 49 for Public Consultation

• April 6, 2022 – Public Information Centre / Open House

• April 13, 2022 – Statutory Public Meeting of Regional Council

• May 13, 2022 – Deadline for Comments on Draft ROPA 49

• June 15, 2022 – Recommendation Report to Regional Council on ROPA 49

For the latest updates on this important Regional planning decision, please email ward3@Oakville.ca

Staff Recommend New Transportation & Mobility Plan
In February, Town staff introduced Council to a new strategy for mobility and transportation in Oakville. It is a comprehensive outline that would
marry transportation choices with the functionality of the town’s Urban Structure (US) which was adopted by Oakville in 2017. The Urban
Structure represents a plan for growth to be directed to an identified system of nodes and corridors - areas of higher density mixed-use that
would be designed as walkable places to live, work, shop and enjoy life.  

As well, in past, transportation planning has given precedence to cars. In future, pedestrians, cyclists, transit riders, and transporters of goods – not
single occupant vehicles – need to become the most important users of the transportation system and community as a whole. To support this
direction, Oakville is urged to adopt a multi-modal, multi-use road classification system to capture how modes are prioritized in Oakville. This is
different than the current classification system based on auto volumes, speeds and road widths. The town cannot continue to maintain the status
quo of relying predominantly on private automobiles and perpetually widening roads to move people and goods. Continuing to do so will lead to
traffic congestion and a community of wide, busy streets, which defeat the purpose of the urban structure.

These initiatives will only succeed if multi-modal transportation options are integrated into the design of Oakville’s strategic growth, thereby
needing input from both planning and transportation staff as well as residents. Given the significance of the report and its implications, Councillor
Haslett-Theall and Councillor Gittings moved a motion for staff to conduct public consultation, which was supported by Council.

Growth directed to strategic growth areas and higher order transit corridors will not only encourage transitsupportive, compact development but as well, will protect rural and agricultural lands, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and address climate challenges. By pursuing the initiatives outlined in the strategy, the town will
directly address the two biggest contributors of community greenhouse gas emissions – transportation and the
heating / cooling of homes and buildings.

A copy of the study can be read/downloaded at the Oakville.ca website here: https://puboakville.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=39093


Housing Report Raised Concerns
A recent report developed by the provincially-appointed Task Force on Housing contained several recommendations that could negatively impact
municipalities. Reducing municipal autonomy, limiting community engagement, allowing increased heights and densities across the board and creating
financial roadblocks for the development of new infrastructure were just a few of the red flags identified by towns and cities across the GTHA. The
recommendations in the report did little to improve housing affordability.

On March 30th, the Ontario government introduced legislation it says is aimed at increasing housing supply.
Known as Bill 109, the More Homes For Everyone Act, regulations appear to have temporarily side-stepped the
bigger issues identified above and focused on making Planning Act changes to areas such as Site Plan procedures,
Minister's Zoning Orders (now called Community Housing and Infrastructure Accelerator) and providing
additional funding to the Ontario Land Tribunal system in hopes of clearing backlogs. In announcing the Bill,
government ministers also promised additional consultation before taking next steps.

Over the coming weeks and months, our staff will undertake a thorough review and we'll keep you up to date. An added resource you may wish to
visit is our local 'We Love Oakville' group's website to find additional information and materials that can help you understand what is at hand.
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Mid-Town Oakville Growth Centre - Update
Since 2006, Midtown has been identified in the Provincial Growth Plan as a growth centre. Urban Growth centres are to be transit supportive
and designed to accommodate a significant portion of future population and employment growth. In 2014 the Midtown Official Plan was
approved and work began. 

In 2021 Town Planning brought forward an Official Plan Amendment (OPA) to update policies on land use, transportation, active transportation,
parking, urban design, parks, open spaces and stormwater management stating the goal is to “enable redevelopment that is contextually
appropriate, including revised building heights and provincially-mandated resident and job density targets”. Two Council Workshops and a Public
Information meeting were conducted to highlight the potential for a new community with a high-quality public realm, interesting and compatible
built form, work/play/live opportunities and pedestrian, cycling, and public transit connections.
Council and the public provided Town staff considerable feedback for consideration. The results of
Mid-Town Oakville Fast Facts
that input will be reflected in a revised OPA which will be presented to Council at a Planning and
Development meeting in May. Additional work on Midtown will continue throughout 2022 with
Total Area About100 Hectares
possible future amendments in early 2023.  

Current
900 residents/3,000 jobs
To keep residents up to date on applications, the Midtown web page now includes all Midtown
Density
applications in progress. Each application will be reviewed based on the current Midtown OP until
an amendment is approved but with consideration of the longer term vision.

With this level of density it is critical projects only move forward when we have sufficient ‘capacity’
in our water and sanitary systems. This is known as service allocation. As a result, some approved
projects will remain on hold. Necessary road infrastructure and the timing for construction or
funding remain unresolved and this will also cause holding provisions to be necessary for some
development applications as well. 


Projected
Density

13,400 residents/7,200 jobs

Building
Heights

8-20 storeys + bonusing

Moving forward, applications for Midtown will continue to be submitted by developers. We continue to ask questions regarding building heights,
design principles, sustainability, unit sizes, affordability, environmental considerations and provision of daily living services such as daycares, grocery
stores and green space. We take our responsibility seriously to be good stewards for the next generation. We know the importance of ensuring
each application contributes positively to creating a vibrant complete mixed use community.

Oakville.ca website at https://www.oakville.ca/planoakville/midtown-oakville-growth-area-review.html

Ward 3 Parks & Trails
A number of parks and trails across Ward 3 are seeing renewal this year with the largest projects focused on Wallace Park as well as the ongoing
development of a new skateboard park on Cornwall. 

The image at right provides a good sense of the types of options residents were asked to comment on
during the recent public consultation for the addition of a skateboard park at Cornwall Sports Park. The
project will now move to detailed design with construction slated to be complete this Fall. 

The revitalization of Wallace Park includes a lit summer basketball
court that will double as a refrigerated ice rink in winter. Funding
received under the Canada Community Revitalization Fund is helping
with the revitalization, providing 68 per cent of the capital funding
required for a new washroom building.

Following completion of amphibian studies in late Spring, the Avonhead Ridge Trail, which stretches
from Winston Churchill to the Kingsford Garden Parkette is slated for an extension which will see it
reach Ford Drive when completed.  

For those following the progress at Gairloch Gardens, new flagstone stairways at the Gallery and continued work on retaining walls are on schedule
for finalization at the end of May.

The splash pad at Wynten Park in Clearview will be part of a public consultation set to commence in June. A larger facility with more features is
expected to be constructed following the 2022 end of season closure.


New & Updates from the Town
• In the coming months Council is set to consider options for facilitating 5G implementation in Oakville. At present, almost 55% of Oakville
households are considered to be underserved with internet service. Possible solutions may see Halton utilities or municipally-owned existing fibre
technology work with the private providers of these services to help in improving Oakville's connectivity.

• The Patio Program introduced during the pandemic has been extended into 2022. It's an initiative that allows for the temporary installation of
patios, bistros, and merchandising on public and private lands. Applications opened mid-March and installation of patios will begin April 13.

• Oakville's Spring loose leaf collection is now an 'as-required' spring loose leaf collection. That means a Spring collection service will only be in
operation when the Fall program has been interrupted by the early onset of winter weather. Beginning the week of April 4 and running to
December 23rd, residents can rely on Halton Region's Yard Waste Collection program, which includes bagged leaves for pick-up curbside on the
same day as garbage.

• Oakville was successful gaining federal funding of four projects under the Canada Community
Revitalization Fund. Funding will support the following community spaces: - $86,800 towards
an all season sport court at George Savage Park, $656,250 towards the North Oakville
cricket pitch, $750,000 towards the Wallace Park revitalization and $525,000 towards multiuse pathway rehabilitation between Sixth Line and Joshua Creek Drive.

• A multi-year rainwater management strategy is currently under development. The project will
deliver a long-term capital plan roadmap, supporting financing plan and information for
residents and Council on the town’s strategy to improve resiliency and adapt to climate
change. 

• Additional items of interest expected before Council are shown at right.
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The ABCs of Residents Associations
The idea of people in a community uniting to address a need or issue is hardly new. It often occurs when people in an area want to have a
collective voice to influence the decision making that may affect them, their neighbourhood and their community. Often called neighbourhood or
residents associations, these groups are mostly self-organized and often come into being in
response to local land-use issues or a strong community desire for things such as recreation or
support programs and activities that are geared to enhancing the local community.  

Ward 3 has a total of five residents associations who have not only provided a community voice,
but as well, have acted as a focus for consultation and a source for advice and information.
While they may not set out to do so when they are initially formed, residents associations (RAs)
often develop capabilities in understanding municipal planning and governance processes that
most people find unreasonably difficult to understand or too time consuming to pursue.

Councillors are the critical connection for the public's voice to be heard in the Town’s decision
making. While every individual resident’s opinion or concern is equally important, the aggregate
voice of a residents association can frequently represent the result of prior discussion and consideration to create a unified and commonly shared
position taken by the community. Our Ward 3 RAs regularly delegate at Council and have provided important input on by-laws, official plan and
secondary plan strategies, our new community centre, tree protection policies, neighbourhood speeding, densification, development issues and the
traditional character of neighbourhoods when it is being altered in ways that are not always welcome or well-managed.

Take some time to acquaint yourself with your local RA and consider joining as a member. Visit the website, find them on social media or reach
out to a member on the executive board and ask questions. Membership in an RA can often be the ‘just right’ level of community engagement —
large enough to take you outside of your individual concerns but small enough to really get to know people and tackle issues head on.


News Notes: Ward 3 and Beyond
Despite supply chain issues and setbacks caused by winter weather, downtown Oakville's digital smart technology plan is
making progress. The plan includes features such as parking sensors on downtown streets and parking lots to provide
real time information, fed to outdoor display units, to help customers find available parking spaces. The phased
installation began late last year and will grow slowly as installation progresses. 

Free public Wi-Fi along Lakeshore Road between Navy and Allen streets was part of the original Lakeshore Road East
reconstruction project completed in 2020. Now in its final steps of completion, the public wi-fi service, limited to
Lakeshore Road, will give visitors and shoppers access to information offered by local
retailers. An additional aspect of the program includes pedestrian counters which are
designed to capture data on foot traffic and assist in assessing seasonal trends. 

In Mid-March, three new digital information kiosks were installed along Lakeshore Road at
Reynolds, George, and Navy streets. They're a fast and fun way to stay up to date on what's happening in downtown
Oakville. 

The restoration of The Coach House at Erchless is complete and it's a joy to visit. This 121-year-old heritage building
has been used as a carriage house, garage, residence and even
housed the pediatrics practice of Dr. Juliet Chisholm in the
middle of the 20th century. 

Constructed for Allan Chisholm ca. 1899, the Coach House was
part of a large landscaping renovation project of the Erchless
Estate. It was designed by Dick and Wickson, a leading Toronto architectural firm
responsible for high-profile commissions such as Timothy Eaton Memorial Church and
original Toronto Reference Library. Mark your calendar now and make plans to join us for
the Grand Reopening of the Coach House scheduled for Saturday, May 14 from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m. Entertainment and activities are planned so check the Coach House Restoration
page on oakville.ca for updates to our celebration plans.


Summer on the Sixteen
Every summer, Oakville’s 16-Mile Creek comes to life for people who might otherwise never get a chance to enjoy it. CharterAbility is an Oakvillebased charity dedicated to providing accessible recreational boating, at no cost, to people of all ages who are deprived of the opportunity due to
physical limitations or personal circumstances.

Using its two pontoon-style ‘float-boats’, CharterAbility transports its guests on a forty-minute voyage of
discovery into a wild life sanctuary right in the heart of downtown Oakville. With a commitment to improving
the lives of people with disabilities and those who are disadvantaged, CharterAbility enables them to spend
time on the water, in safety, relaxing in the company of their friends, families and companions. Each of the boats
will accommodate up to 8 people, depending on the number and size of wheelchairs on board, however during
Covid-19, the number of passengers has been restricted to five for any one trip.

For guests, a purpose-built docking centre, ramped gangways and gangplanks, entrances wide enough to
accommodate wheelchairs and accessible washrooms nearby remove all the roadblocks that would normally prevent them from experiencing a day
of boating quickly disappear. People with disabilities, kids with autism, elders from retirement homes and seniors from long term care with mobility
challenges have all been treated to a cruise on the creek.You can find CharterAbility online at charterability.com.

Get The Latest Ward 3 News Delivered to Your Inbox
Our e-newsletter is the best way to stay up to date with everything that’s happening around the Ward and across the town.

It’s easy to be added to our list and you can unsubscribe at any time.

Simply make a request to join by sending an email to ward3@oakville.ca, 

or dave.gittings@oakville.ca or janet.haslett-theall@oakville.ca. 


